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Dear Parents,

Next week is our last week of the year.  It is hard to believe that it is that time already.  We do have a full week next week although I am planning a movie for Friday if we achieve all our goals for the week.  We also have our Christmas party on Thursday the 15th at 1:40.  I sent home some information about the gift exchange the other day.  We will be exchanging secret gift, although I am not sure how secret they are.  I have heard much chatter over who has whom. :o)
The gifts are due back into the classroom by the 14th.  
Next Friday is our Christmas program at 6:00 pm.  All students need to be at the church by 5:30.  We are meeting in the atrium of the church.  I will be there to gather everyone up and prepare them to walk in together.  I look forward to seeing many families.  Please feel free to invite others to watch this performance.  It is beautiful to see Jesus in each child.
As far as academics, the third grade will be learning about book reports, and they will have a book report assignment over Christmas break.  I will be encouraging the children to choose and read a book for this report now and throughout next week.  For the assignment the book needs to be between 80-100 pages and at the students reading level.  I will send home more information on this assignment, and the children will know all about it by the end of the week.  The second grade will be learning about poetry and will have a poetry assignment over the break.  Both of these assignments will be on the creative side.  I hope that they will be fun (at least a little bit).  
Third grade is continuing multiplication.  They should be studying the flashcards we made in class.  We may start division.  It depends on how the week progresses.  Second grade will move from time into money.  We will be adding and subtracting coins and dollars.

Thank you to all the parents sending in milk and juice caps.  We will soon use these for math and creating bar graphs.  They will be magnetic, and we will graph information on the board.  (For example: favorite pizza topping, favorite sport, shirt colors…)  It will be a fun and interactive way for the kids to learn how to graph information.
Have a great weekend.  It has been a wonderful week, and I know next week will be as well.  Thanks for being supportive and encouraging parents.

Mrs. Salmonsen
