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Dear Parents,

Thank you for all the Book Its that have come in.  I am busy writing out all those free pizza coupons, but I don’t mind.  The new Book It form is attached along with the pizza coupon if it was earned.  This month our minutes go up.  I do want to stress that I want this to become a habit for the children.  I don’t want students reading three hours in one day, but instead read a little every day.  Thanks for all your help and support with this reading program.
Speaking of reading…we have a reading block every day.  This is a time for students to read a book of their choosing and journal about what they have read.  I do have books here in our room, and they can go to the library to take out a book, but it is also good for them to bring in books that they like to read.  I tell the children that if the book is not interesting to them to abandon the book and find another.  I want to encourage you to take a trip to your local library and take out books (at current DRA level) that interest your child.  It is helpful during our reading time if every child is engaged in reading.
Next week we have a half day on Friday.  Our dismissal is at noon.  If your child is not on the regular pick-up list, but you want to pick up your child please send in a note to the office.  We will be having our spelling quiz and also English and math assessments on Friday December 9th.  I will have review homework for all next week.  This should be used to help study for the tests.  We will correct the review in class and bring it home for study.
We have moved into a chapter on verbs.  This is the second part of speech we are studying this year.  We continue to write on a regular basis.  We will be writing a how to composition on Christmas cookies and follow our own steps in making the cookie batter.  The students will decorate their own cookies.  This will be messy, fun, and hopefully delicious.  In math, third grade has started multiplication.  I am continuing the addition practice, and I encourage this for home as well.  Having a strong foundation in addition and subtraction skills can only help with the multiplication and division (coming up next) skills.  Second grade has started time; this includes analog and digital as well as calendars.  Counting money, all change and dollars, will be next.
Attached to this letter is our Christmas party information from Kelly Carroccio.  Please contact her with any questions.  Our party is on Thursday the 15th at 1:40.  We will celebrate Jesus, and celebrate that we know him.  Also, Kelly has sent home a blue envelope.  I am not privy to this information, but wanted to let you know I am sending home one with each child so you should see it in the planner.
Thanks for everything.  I know I write/say this often, but I feel so very blessed to have such wonderful children in my room.  Parents, you are okay too :o)  Have a wonderful weekend!
Mrs. Salmonsen
